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Over the years,
I’ve learned to love
most of the chil-
dren I know, and
all of the cute kids I
see onYouTube.
I’m sure Iwould’ve
lovedmykids, but
Kay and I deter-
minedway back
thatwewouldn’t

have any.
One of Kay’s brother’swas born

with a genetic disease, and the
other became blindwhenhewas
young. I became especially close to
Tracy the younger brother.He had
a great sense of humor.We goofed
around somuchwhenwewere
together. It hurt Kay andme bad
whenhe passed away due to
COVID.

Mike, the older brother, is a
genius. Literally, to the point
where I seldomunderstandwhat
He’s talking about. Fortunately, he
can’t tell when I zone out.

Because of Kay’s concerns
about herDNA, she thought it
best thatwe remain childless. I
agreedwholeheartedly, because I
knew that I’d have to start acting
like an adult. That, and I feared
that our childrenwould steal Kay’s
attention fromme (I jest). Kay
would just have to keep telling our
children not to behave like their
father.

I could end this nowand you’d
all be happy. Butwhat I’m leading
to here is the decisions couples
have tomake concerning having
children. I’m gladmyparents had
seven of them. I’m sure that at
least four of usweremistakes.

The
blessing
of life: for
better or
worse?

Mark
Hayter

GUEST
COLUMNIST

Hayter continues on B5 The dedication of the Mont-
gomery County Historical
Marker for Mittie J Campbell
took place at the new Mittie J
Campbell Elementary School
in the Evergreen Subdivision
Oct. 30. The marker was es-
tablished through a program
from the Montgomery County
Historical Commission.

Following this Conroe ISD
had their dedication program
for the school. There was a
great turnout by the teachers
and staff at the school, CISD
Superintendent David Vin-
son, the Shea Homes staff
(the school is in the Evergreen
Community being developed
by Shea Homes), the Mont-
gomery County Historical
Commission led by Larry
Foerster, the Conroe Commu-
nity Cemetery Restoration
Project Board and two family
members of Mittie, including
Myron Washington a grand
nephew and his daughter
Tramikia Davis.

The CISD Program in-
cluded the unveiling of a
portrait of Mittie J Campbell
done by a CISD high school
student. Campbell is buried
in the Conroe Community
Cemetery on 10th Street. Over
the past 10-plus years, volun-
teers have led a cleanup and
restoration of the historic
cemetery.

Campbell was the first
Black principal of a Conroe
school in the early 1900s.

The effort to get a school
named for Mittie J Campbell
again was one of the main
goals for the Conroe Commu-
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The dedication of the Montgomery County Historical Marker for Mittie J Campbell took place at the new Mittie J Campbell
Elementary School in the Evergreen Subdivision Oct. 30. Campbell was the first Black principal in Conroe ISD.

Mittie J Campbell Elementary
dedicates historical marker in
honor of school’s namesake

By John Meredith
CONROE COMMUNITY CEMETERY

RESTORATION PROJECT

Honor continues on B5

Pictured are her descendants and member of the school
staff and John Meredith with the Conroe Community
Cemetery Restoration Project.

Calendar events may be sent

to calendar@hcnonline.com.

The calendar will print weekly in

the Sunday Trends section.

Unfortunately The Courier

cannot guarantee when the

calendar event will run or how

many times it will run before the

event.

Ongoing: The Woodlands

FFA Senior Scholarship

fundraiser is currently open. The

Woodlands High School FFA has

an active fundraiser to help

financially support at TWHS

FFA seniors in their journey to

college. The fundraiser is a

calendar fundraiser where each

day equals the amount donated.

Email

twhsffareporter@gmail.com to

find out more about

participating.

Holiday light experience:

The Light Park, the electrifying

drive-through holiday

experience that has become a

must-see family tradition,

returns to the Houston area

bigger and brighter than ever

this season with three locations:

Katy, Spring, and the all-new

site at Sam Houston Race Track.

The Spring location is at

Hurricane Harbor Parking Lot,

21300 Interstate 45 N, Spring,

TX 77373.

The Light Park will be open

nightly from November 7, 2025

through January 4, 2026.

Featuring millions of dazzling

LED lights perfectly

synchronized to high-energy

holiday music, The Light Park

invites families to buckle up,

turn up the volume, and

immerse themselves in a

mile-long light show unlike any

other.

Holiday food drive: The

Holiday Helpings Food and

Funds Drive is underway at

Montgomery County Food Bank.

The drive helps local children,

families, and adults to get

nutritious food instead of living

in hunger. You can donate

money online or host a

CALENDAR

Events continues on B5

“The American Revolution”
is a six-part series starting Sun-
day, Nov. 16, on PBS.

This documentary produced
by Ken Burns and others re-
views the reasons for the break
by the Thirteen British Colo-
nies from Great Britain. Who
would have thought these Thir-
teen disorganized, ill-supplied,
arguing Colonieswith huge dif-
ferences of opinion could beat
the greatest, best supplied, or-
ganized military power during
the time of theAmerican revolt.

The physical violent revolt
started with the Battles of Lex-
ington and Concord onApril 19,
1775. On June 19, 1775 during the
Battle of Bunker Hill, the Colo-
nists found out how hard it was
to fight, especially when you
run out of black powder and
lead bullets. This was a time of
Families being torn apart with
allegiances toward the British
Crown and local governance.
The ill-prepared Colonies tried
their best to outlast Great Brit-
ain. Only with the aid of France
and George Washington’s abil-
ity to escape the British many
times were the Thirteen Colo-
nies able to win. That aid al-
most bankrupt the French
Treasury.

I hope you will watch this
PBS Documentary Series and
learn about the grit of our an-
cestors and their determination
to be free of the controls and
taxes of the British Crown.
Take a trip to your Library and
check out books on that revolt
of 250 years ago to find out why
it took over a year to declare our
Freedom.

NewPBS
series ‘The
American
Revolution’
begins
Sunday
By Ron Saikowski
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Dear Abby: I’m getting
married soon and I am
very excited. It is a true
blessing. I love my fiancee
very much, and I’m hap-
py to spend the rest of my
life with her. I have one
concern, though, and it is
about her daughters.
They are great girls. Both
are teenagers. I have told
them I will be whatever
they want me to be, try-
ing not to force any kind
of relationship on them
that they are not ready to
have. My problem is, I am
their teacher at the high
school.

I have excellent rela-
tionships with both girls,
but in an effort to make
things as comfortable for
them at school as I can, I

have distanced myself
from the other students. I
have become grumpier,
and I’m quickly becoming
the teacher with a lot of
homework that all the
students dislike. I was
always the “nice” teacher,
so this is a big change for
me. However, I have done
it because the girls are

grateful for it. The “mean-
er” I am at school, the
better my relationship
with the girls is at home.

The other girls in their
classes gossip a lot, and
they have said some dis-
turbing things about me
to the girls because I am
marrying their mom. Am
I doing the right thing?
I’m beginning to be un-
happy at work, but it is
making my home life very
nice with my brand-new
family.
— Professor Mean in the West

DEAR PROF. MEAN:
The right thing? Have you
discussed this cockama-
mie plan with your prin-
cipal? What is positive
about going from being
liked by your students to

distancing yourself in
order to turn your fian-
cee’s daughters into teach-
er’s pets? If this contin-
ues, they will be social
pariahs. You should not
have to choose between
being popular at school or
liked by your soon-to-be
stepdaughters. In just a
few years, they’ll be out of
the house, and you will be
the most disliked teacher
at the school if you are
still employed there.
Dear Abby: I asked a
woman I know out for
coffee. She politely de-
clined. I replied that I
hoped my asking didn’t
make things awkward
between us and that we
could continue being
friends. She agreed, and

our friendship continues.
I’m in my early 50s. I’m
guessing she’s in her late
60s or early 70s. I have
always found more ma-
ture women to be attrac-
tive. We talk or text each
other and, when the
weather is nice, we talk
outside. We actually had
that coffee recently, which
was platonic, unless I
missed a sign she was
putting out there.

Abby, do you think
societal pressures hold
people back from pursu-
ing relationships? Should
I try to stick closer to my
age range?
—Ready andWilling in New

York

Dear Ready: There are
any number of reasons

why people hold back
from pursuing relation-
ships. Chief among them
is lack of chemistry rather
than age difference. From
what you have written,
you have been put in the
“friend” category. If you
are looking for romance,
you will have to look
elsewhere. By sticking to
your age range, you will
eliminate that one factor
but not the others.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles,
CA 90069.

DEAR ABBY

Teacher experiencing big changes in class and at home

ABIGAIL

VAN BUREN

DEAR ABBY

Today the Moon is in
LIBRA, encouraging
harmony, ease and con-
nected thinking. Mean-
while, the Sun in SCOR-
PIO is trine Jupiter in
CANCER, offering emo-
tional generosity and
subtle confidence. This is
a feel-good day, steady in
tone and rich with quiet
optimism. Relationships,
support systems and
shared values feel more
important, and sincere
interactions bring com-
fort. As Mark Twain
said, “Kindness is the
language which the deaf
can hear and the blind
can see.” A gentle ap-
proach creates a power-
ful impact now. Lean
into grace without losing
authenticity, and let trust
build naturally.
Moon Alert: There are
no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon is
in LIBRA.
Aries (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ This is a positive
day, and your confidence
is strong. It’s an excellent
time to discuss how to
share or divide some-
thing like an inheritance.
You can attract money,

favors and goodwill to
you today. Major bonus!
Tonight: Listen.

This Week: Financial
and practical support is
helpful.
Taurus (April 20-May
20) ★★★★ Relations
with partners, spouses
and close friends are
warm and rewarding
today. It’s easy to enjoy
feelings of peace and
harmony with others.
You will want to take it
easy and relax with
friends. Enjoy your day.
Tonight: Work.

This Week: You’re
popular and loved.
Gemini (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ A feeling of en-
thusiasm and optimism
is in the air, which will
make you enjoy whatev-
er you’re doing today.
You might be excited by
a new health regime, a
different approach to
diet or new ways to en-
joy exercise. You’ll enjoy
your involvement with a
pet. Tonight: Play!

This Week: You’re
productive! Patience
with ex-partners.
Cancer (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ You’ll enjoy
this day, whether you

take it easy and relax or
you get out and
schmooze. Sports events,
fun activities with chil-
dren and anything to do
with the arts and the
entertainment world will
appeal to you. It’s a great
day to be on vacation!
Tonight: Relax.

This Week: Work
hard-party hard.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Many of you will
kick back and relax to-
day. You might feel good
about doing something
to make where you live
look more attractive. You
also might enjoy enter-
taining a group at home
— family, friends or a
specific gathering that
has a purpose. Tonight:
Discussions.

This Week: Positive
improvements to home
and family!
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Today your mind
is eager for new experi-
ences. You want to ex-
pand your world in an
interesting way. Try out
a new activity. Meet new
faces; see new places.
Tonight: Check your
money.

This Week: Stay posi-

tive! Don’t let your inse-
curities control you.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Trust your mon-
eymaking ideas today.
You’re thinking big! Your
thinking is ambitious,
and your ideas might be
worth serious consider-
ation. Today you can
benefit from financial
transactions, even major
purchases. Tonight:
You’re strong.

This Week: Pull your
financial act together.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ This is a won-
derful day because the
Sun is in your sign danc-
ing with lucky, money-
bags Jupiter. It’s the per-
fect time to take stock of
what you’re doing and
see how it fits with your
real needs. You’re eager
to explore new adven-
tures. Tonight: Solitude.

This Week: Your life is
shifting in a new, more
fruitful direction!
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec.
21) ★★★★ Many of you
will relax at home today.
However, because fiery
Mars is in your sign, you
might be more active,
even competitive. Be-
cause you feel upbeat

and optimistic, enjoy an
outdoor walk, a hike or
some social activity.
Tonight: Friendships.

This Week: Be skillful
when dealing with ex-
partners and old friends.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) ★★★★ Enjoy the
company of friends and
groups today. This is the
perfect time to interact
with others to accom-
plish joint goals. Howev-
er, because today has an
easygoing energy to it,
you might relax with
everyone instead of
working. Tonight: You’re
admired.

This Week: Work with
others to achieve your
dreams.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) ★★★★ You’re friend-
ly, warm and genuinely
concerned about the
welfare of others today.
You’ll be quick to see
overall patterns, which
will allow you to act with
foresight and consider-
ation. People admire you
today! Tonight: Learn
something.

This Week: You im-
press authority.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20) ★★★★★ Do some-

thing different that is
adventurous. You want a
change of scenery! You
want to be stimulated by
new information, new
faces, new places —
something different!
Explore your daily sur-
roundings or find a new
neighborhood. Tonight:
Check your finances.

This Week: If you
believe it, you can
achieve it.

If your birthday is
Nov. 16:

You are charismatic
and have an active, in-
quiring mind. You are
suited for leadership,
teaching, politics and
activism. This is the final
year of a nine-year cycle.
It’s a time of completion
and endings. Take in-
ventory of your life. Get
out and commune with
nature. Be compassion-
ate and loving.
Born Today: Comedian
Pete Davidson (1993),
actress Maggie Gyllen-
haal (1977), singer, mu-
sician Diana Krall (1964)

The stars show the kind of
day you’ll have: 5-dynam-
ic; 4-positive; 3-average;
2-so-so; 1-difficult

ROYAL STARS HOROSCOPE by Georgia Nicols

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form six ordinary words.

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

PRINT YOUR ANSWER IN THE CIRCLES BELOW

Ge
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TNYITE

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Answer:
UPROOT
CRAFTY

HAPPEN
HARDER

GAMBLE
ENTITY

The rabbits really enjoyed living
in a —

GARDEN
APARTMENT

nity Cemetery Restora-
tion Project.

While it’s great to see
the cemetery cleaned
up, the most important

aspect of the project
was to research, educate
and celebrate the ac-
complishments of for-
gotten African Amer-
icans who played a key
role in the development
of Conroe and Mont-
gomery County.

HONOR
From page B1

Denniswas the fourth child,
so he had to be their first
mistake, followed byme,
and then Jill. LastwasBig
Al…Mom’s favorite. “The
least is themost.” Itmakes
no sense. PerhapsMom
was just pleased that she
would have nomore.

SinceKay and I hadno
children,we never had to
worry about showing favor
to one them.On the other
hand, each of our kids
would’ve lovedKaymore

thanme. Thatwould’ve
hurtmy feelings. Right now,
I hold nomalice toward any
ofmynon-children. It’s so
much better that they don’t
know Iwas involved in
themnot being born.

I knowof several people
whowould like not to have
kids.MomandDadprob-
ablywanted them, just not
asmany.Wedidn’t live on a
farm, sowekids seldom
helpedMomorDad. The
onlyworkDennis and I did
without getting paidwas
mowing the lawn and
washing the car. Thatwas
our responsibility forDaddy

letting us live at home.
One other thingDennis

and I had to dowas a bless-
ing. ThatwaswhenMother
hadus buff the floorwith
our socked feet.We got to
skate around the living
roomandhallway, all to
make the floor shine. Itwas
my funnest non-paying job.
– Funnest? Thatwas actu-
ally a realword in our
house.

With somanykids, Dad
needed tomake enough
money for all nine of us to
eat. If he ever retired it
would have to be after all of
us had left the house. Fortu-

nately, three of the oldest
married relatively early in
life, so therewere generally
only four of us kidswho
lived at home. Itwould’ve
beennice forMomand
Dad, hadwebeen able to
wear hand-me-downs.
Unfortunately, Dennis
prettymuchwore out his
clothes at the same time I
did. Jill was the only sister
in the house, so she also had
nohand-me-down clothes.
Being the youngest, Alwas
too small towear either of
his brothers clothes.

If Kay and I had gambled
andhad seven children of

our own, Iwould’ve been
teaching for 25more years.
My studentswould callme
GrandpaHayter. Or theOld
Goat.

I realize that some reli-
gions consider it a sin for
womennot to have chil-
dren. They have to at least
try to.After all, God told the
first biblical residents on
earth that theywere to be
fruitful andmultiply so they
could “subdue the earth.”
Begs the question, atwhat
point is the earth considered
subdued by people? The
world can’t feed everyone as
it is. Of course, that depends

mostly onwhere you live.
Right now, there are over

eight billion people on the
planet, not counting a group
ofAutomatons, likely con-
structed byRussianA.I.
specialists. Fortunately, I’ve
read nothing yet about
Automations being capable
to breed.

Concerning the question
of children or no children, if
I could go back, I’d still
marryKay, andwewould
still be childless. I think it
best not to ask her.

MarkHaytermay be reached
at hayter.mark@gmail.com

HAYTER
From page B1

collection box for the

most-needed food. See

mcfoodbank.org for more.

November 18

Conroe Art League:

The Madeley Fine Art

Gallery is pleased to invite

the community to a unique

shopping experience with

hand made products in

woodworking, glass works,

paintings, jewelry,

ceramics, and paper art

from the Conroe Art

League members Nov. 18

through Nov 22 from

11:00am -4:00pm. The

gallery is located at 127

Simonton Street in

downtown Conroe, next to

Fass Brewing and The Red

Brick Tavern. Shop the

local artists for jewelry,

textiles, sculptures, home

décor, ceramics, and other

beautiful pieces.

November 19

Presentation: Chabad

of The Woodlands will

present “Underground

Secrets of the Temple

Mount — Jerusalem

Uncovered” on

Wednesday, November 19,

7:30 PM, at 25823 Budde

Rd. The multimedia

presentation touches on

one of the most

contentious issues in the

Middle East conflict —

Jerusalem’s Temple Mount.

“In recent years,

archaeological discoveries

in the Old City of

Jerusalem and throughout

the Land of Israel have

uncovered key findings

that present a powerful

and convincing case for

the biblical story and for

the Jewish claim to Israel

— even for those who have

a hard time believing,” said

Rabbi Mendel Blecher,

Director of Chabad of The

Woodlands.

The lecture will be

presented by Rabbi

Avraham Stolik founder &

director of the Jerusalem

Uncovered Institute.

Refreshments will be

served. The cost is $25 by

Nov 13, and $36 afterward.

To RSVP go to

JewishWoodlands.com/

Jerusalem or call

281-865-7242. For more

information about Rabbi

Stolik’s biblical

archaeology presentations

visit www.Jerusalem

Uncovered.com.

November 21

Santa at Market

Street: He’s making a list

and checking it twice.

Santa Claus himself will be

at Market Street greeting

children of all ages for the

much-loved holiday

tradition of photos with

Santa. Children may have

their photo taken and give

jolly ol’ St. Nick their wish

list Friday, November 21

through Christmas Eve on

Wednesday, December 24,

2025.

Santa Claus will greet

children and their families

in space 630, near the

Concierge Desk.

Reservations MUST be

made in advance by

visiting the following site:

https://amusemattebooks

anta.com/market-street-

the-woodlands/

November 27

Thanksgiving meal:

Friends of Conroe will

provide free Thanksgiving

meals-to-go for people in

need at Friends Feeding

Friends Thursday,

November 27th. On

Thanksgiving Day from

10:30am to 1:30pm (or

until food is gone) – you

can pick up meals at one

of three locations. Those

include Knights of

Columbus Hall in Willis,

Caney Creek Cowboy

Church in Conroe, and the

Friends of Conroe office.

Those interested in

volunteering should

contact the Friends office.

For more information:

www.facebook.com/The

FriendsOfConroe admin@

friendsofconroe.com

Thanksgiving

celebration: The Salvation

Army of Montgomery

County invites the

community to its

Thanksgiving Celebration

Thursday, November 27th,

from 11am to 2pm in

Conroe. Come enjoy a

warm home-cooked meal,

fellowship, and the spirit of

Thanksgiving at the

Salvation Army Wayne

Bergstrom Center of Hope.

You can share a meal with

others or volunteer.

For more information,

visit www.facebook.com

/events/1881116302489115

https://scanned.page/p/

KWU9yo
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