


Page 8-A, Conroe Courier*Sunday, October 29, 1995

Cemeteryirrom 14

taking on the cleanup as a
community service project. In
addition to helping to restore an old
burial site, the students are taking
rubbings of headstones = and
interviewing community leaders
about the historic importance of the
cemetery.

The club plans to submit the re-
sults of their project to a national
competition.

“I think it's good the community
gets together. We've uncovered
things I didn't know were here,”
said Ryan Grayless, 13, a member
of the club.

Buster Cavel, a member of the
Conroe Friendly City Kiwanis
Club, said he hoped the volunteer
effort would spur renewed interest
in the city's cultural heritage.

“That's the only way we're going
to have a better community. Pro-
Jects like this are very good for in-
dividuals to come together and get
to know each other.” he said.

Cavel, a 66-year-old African-
American, said he recalled when
the segregated portion of the burial
ground was still in use.

“They used to bury them here
when I was quite young,” he said.

Lewis said, although the historic
black cemetery is full, one would
hardly know it, because most of the
graves are unmarked. He said the
cemetery was started in the mid-
19th century when the railroad was
being built through Montgomery
County.

Many workers who died bring-
_ ing the railroad to the area were
laid to rest in Oakwood, he said.

Civic groups that organized
cleanup teams included the Lake
Conroe Rotary Club, Conroe Noon
Lions Club, Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) Club
of Peet Junior High School, Girl
Scout Cadet and Senior Troops
8319 and 8747, Brownie Troop
896, the Key Club of Covenant
Christian School and the Conroe

Friendly City Kiwanis Club.
Metcalf fielded a team of -

volunteers, as did Furrow Building
Materials, which also donated work
gloves for the effort. Other local
businesses that contributed
equipment and/or labor were H &
H Tree Service, Maxie's
Professional Tree Service and
British Tree Surgeons, which re-
moved large, dead limbs from trees
and cleared out brush; and Wake-
field Landscape Services and
Lawns by Louie, which provided
landscaping work and lawnmowers.

Western Waste donated use of a
Dumpster and BFI ient portable
toilet facilities to the effort. Pepsi
donated drinks for the volunteer
workers.
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Froncell Reece, president of Conroe Friendly City Kiwanis, uses an
ax to clear underbrush from a tombstone in Oakwood Cemetery.

' More than 300 volunteers joined a cleanup effort there Saturday.



