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SOCIAL LITES

There
has been
so much
going on
in Decem-
ber, I
hardly
know
where to
start with
this arti-
cle. First

off, on Dec. 3, the April
Sound Ladies Associa-
tion hosted the annual
holiday Gala. As ASLA
President Penny Grasse-
donio said, “December
3,2022 will go down in
ASLA’s history as one of
the most amazing Galas
ever!” This special party
is open to all members
of ASLA and their cho-
sen guests. The Gala
Committee was com-
prised of sixp very tal-
ented ladies, Brenda
Capps-Aucutt, Barb
Moody, Sandi Preddy,
Regina Symons, Brenna
Taylor and Cindy Ven-
able. Back in February
2022, they had already
started planning and
preparing for this one
special evening. The
outcome of all the work
was amazing, and their
decorations were just
beautiful. The combina-
tion of the gorgeous
room, the great band,
the food and drinks,
everyone dancing, tak-
ing photos and just en-
joying visiting and hav-
ing fun together made
for a perfect evening!
Thank you to all con-
cerned for a job well
done!

On Sunday evening,
Dec. 11, we enjoyed at-
tending the Walden
Church’s Christmas
Choir Concert, “Jesus!
The Advent of the Mes-
siah.” The evening be-
gan with the beautiful
piano music of Marna
Leasure, then Director
of Music Mike Morgan
led over 30 singers, and
narrators Wil and Julie
Fauble as they presented
the lovely collection of
familiar carols and
songs telling the Christ-
mas story in a very

memorable way. Adding
to the evening was the
meaningful message
given by Pastor Rever-
end David Kenney. Con-
gratulations all!

At noontime on Wed-
nesday, I could not have
felt prouder of the mem-
bers of the April Sound
Ladies Association. As
Chairperson for the
Salvation Army, part of
my job is to put a dec-
orated jar on each table
at the monthly luncheon
so attendees can contrib-
ute their extra coins and
bills. You’d be surprised
how much this counts
up with just the ladies
putting their change into
the jars each month.
Then, in November, I
visit my friend Debra at
the Salvation Army
headquarters to pick up
the Angel tags. This
year, I wanted to add to
our count and asked for
45 seniors and 145 chil-
dren ages from birth to
twelve. When putting all
the tags out at the No-
vember luncheon, I was
worried that maybe we
wouldn’t be able to satis-
fy 170 tags. But, the la-
dies stepped up com-
pletely, and I only had a
few left at the end of the
luncheon., Those were
soon taken after Presi-
dent Penny Grassedonio
sent out a message. On
Wednesday, the Salva-
tion Army truck arrived
a little before 10:00, and
by noon Mark and Rick
and I had logged all but
two returns which came
the next day. Lt. Claudia
Guzman gave a short
speech at the luncheon
explaining all the work
the organization does in
our greater Conroe com-
munity, and we present-
ed her with a check for
$2,344 — a part of the
luncheon jar collections.

The April Sound
Church’s Choir Cantata
begins at 9 this morning
(Sunday). Come join us!

- Ann Marie Ricci

Send April Sound news to
jamricci@consolidat-
ed.net.
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At the
risk of
wearing
you slam
out with
this topic,
thank you,
Bentwater,
for your
huge
hearts and

generous support of Toys
For Tots. Given today’s
economic pressures on
young families every-
where, our area received
double the number of
applications for toys
compared to prior years
and, without your gener-
osity, Santa simply
wouldn’t be showing up
for many local families
this year.

Toys For Tots is a na-
tional effort, but its focus
is all local. Under the
sponsorship of the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve,
community volunteers
manage the program in
their areas, encouraging
folks to help brighten
Christmas Day for the
tots of their neighbors
less fortunate. Whether
they’re on the next block
or across town, it’s all
about “The Power of
One.” Toys For Tots pur-
posefully focuses on one
community, one gift, one
child, one mom, one dad
at a time. And when your
generosity helps brighten
one person’s holiday
experience even a little
bit, for just a little while,
mission accomplished.

Stunning, when you
think about it, that folks
will provide for another
person they’ve never
even met and are unlikely
to ever meet. Random
acts of kindness can
change a person’s life

forever. And, truth be
told, the person giving
often tends to gain most
from the experience. How
else would one explain
why so many of you
bothered to buy toys and
gift cards and write
checks and give cash
(and, yes, every penny
found its way to the elves
who buy toys for the
kids), all for complete
strangers. I offer a giant
“thank you” to the dozens
of individuals who placed
toys in the collection
boxes in the grill and the
sports club, and to the
BLGA, the BLO, the
MOB and Shar Whor-
ton’s annual soiree for all
their organized efforts in
supporting the Toys For
Tots program again this
year in Bentwater.

In closing, here’s one
more tidbit that might lift
your spirits even more.
Did you know that Toys
For Tots is actually a
“supplier” to certain
other charitable efforts
for kids? For example,
with the singular goal of
making sure Santa reach-
es kids most in need,
Toys For Tots contributes
to the Angel Tree pro-
gram which many of you
also support year-after-
year. Yeah, that one. Of
course, none of it hap-
pens without you. You
are the fuel that powers it
all with your random acts
of kindness. Hoping that
thought sets the tone for
a very Merry (and grate-
ful) Christmas for you
and yours. Semper Fi,
Bentwater. Thank you.

- Bruce Sellers

Send Bentwater news to
Bruce at Bruce@SellersRe-
altyGroup.com
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Christ-
mas week
is for
shopping
local!

The last
Sip Shop
and Stroll
in Down-
town Con-
roe is this
Thursday,

Dec. 22, from 5 to 8 p.m.
Shop the retail stores,
find great last minute
purchases and taste light
bites and drink. Enjoy
live music in the street
while you check out the

local vendors and food
trucks. Starts on Main
Street in downtown Con-
roe through Founder’s
Plaza Park by the Owen
Theatre.

Shop unique Christ-
mas koozies and beanies
at Fass Brewing while
attending the Sip Shop
and Stroll. Cold front is
on the way! And there is
still time to get an item
from Brownlee Jewelers
for that special person
who deserves the best in
jewelry!

The Conroe Art
League annual “Christ-

mas Is for Giving” exhibit
continues at the gallery at
127 Simonton Street mak-
ing it easy to shop for
one-of-a-king items all
made by local artists. In
addition. there are 70
works of art by 38 artists,
each priced at $150 or less
through Jan. 2. The gal-
lery is open 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Tuesday through
Saturdays.

What are your plans
for New Year’s Eve?

Choices in Downtown
Conroe:

• 202 Main - DJ, gour-
met food and drinks

• The Corner Pub -
Live music

• The Red Brick Tav-
ern - Live music plus a
special menu

• Pacific Yard House -
Johnny and the Sensa-
tions will play all your
favorite songs from the
70s forward

More events with de-
tails next week!

Enjoy the Holiday
Season

- Margie Taylor

Send Historic Downtown
Conroe news to mar-
gie@taylorizedpr.com.
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The Corner Pub in downtown Conroe will host live music on New Year’s Eve.
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Good news

Courtesy photo

Jerry O'Neal addresses
the grave of Sgt. Luther
Dorsey and says a
prayer and thanks for a
life well lived in the
service of his country
and community. Luther
Dorsey is the only
known veteran buried in
the Conroe Community
Cemetery and the only
known Buffalo Soldier
buried in Montgomery
County. The wreath
laying is a part of the
Wreaths Across
America ceremony this
year. Wreaths Across
America's mission is to
remember our fallen US
veterans, honor those
who serve and teach
your children the value
of freedom. Thanks to
the SAR Freedom
Chapter for purchasing
the wreath.

We
were so
lucky to
finally get
enough
rain to
bring the
lake level
closer to
full pool.
My rain

gauge showed we got
almost 6 inches last
week. It did not seem to
cause flooding anywhere
around here and it gave
us a needed soaking.

The rain stopped just
in time to let Linda Sust-
man, with the help of
Brenda Badgett, pull off
what they were hoping
would be a surprise
birthday party for their
husbands on Sunday
Dec. 11. They disguised
the party as a WSN Com-

mittee “Christmas” gath-
ering at the Sustmans’
beautiful lakeside home.
Scott Sustman and Roy
Badgett may or may not
have been surprised (I
am guessing NOT) but
they were also joined by
another birthday boy
Ray Geiselhart in cele-
brating a wonderful eve-
ning in honor of their
birthdays. We had a very
tasty Mexican themed
menu.

They were also kind in
helping me celebrate my
birthday. I will not men-
tion what birthday all the
gents were celebrating
but I am turning the BIG
7-0 this month. Someone
asked me once if I mind-
ed telling my age. My
answer is always, “I’d
rather tell my age and
weight than to share with

anyone my golf handi-
cap”, and that’s the truth!

A special shout out to
Chris Davis. He and
Jackie weren’t able to
attend the party but I
know they celebrated the
25 anniversary of his 50th
birthday on Dec. 13.

I am finally back to
hitting the golf course
and I am looking forward
to joining the various
groups starting at the
first of the year. It will
take me awhile to get the
old swing back since I
have only played one
time since April of this
year.

Don’t forget, there is
still time:

You can still submit
your nomination for our
Walden’s Citizen of the
Year. Please send your
nomination to

frontdesk@waldenonla-
keconroe.com, include
details of why your
nominated individual
deserves recognition.
The deadline for sub-
mitting your nomination
is Jan. 6, 2023. You can
get all details and see the
names of residents that
have been previously
honored by going to the
website waldenonlake-
conroe.com.

Walden Lakeview
Dining is still offering
their Gift Card Promo-
tion, when you buy a $50
gift card you will receive
an additional $15 dining
certificate. Give a little
gift and get yourself a
little gift. Ho, Ho, Ho!

— Karla Seidule

Send Walden news to Karla
at karlaseidule@icloud.com
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Stage
Right of
Texas’ has
one last
perfor-
mance of
“Spama-
lot” today
at 2 p.m.
Waterford
Estates
residents

Dave and Marie Un-
derdown traveled to

downtown Conroe's
historic Crighton The-
atre to enjoy the Stage
Right rendition of Monty
Python's musical come-
dy “Spamalot.” “Spama-
lot” tells the legendary
tale of King Arthur's
quest to find the Holy
Grail. Inspired by the
classic comedy Monty
Python and the Holy
Grail, this musical fea-
tures shenanigans in-

cluding a line of beauti-
ful dancing girls, flatu-
lent Frenchmen and
killer rabbits. King Ar-
thur (hilariously por-
trayed by Stephen Hill)
and his knights meet
many creatures along the
way, including the larg-
er-than-life Lady of the
Lake (played by the ul-
tra-talented Christina
Sato) and Matthew
Wehring’s Not Dead Yet

Fred.
And the costumes and

set really set the stage
(pun intended!) for a fun
evening of laughing out
loud! Contact Stage Right
of Texas at 936-441-7469
or www.stage-right.org
for tickets.

- Marie Underdown

Send Waterford Estates
news to marie.a.under-
down@lonestar.edu.
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