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Members of the Houston Lion Kings set up for a dragon dance in celebration of the Lunar New Year at The
Woodlands Children's Museum on Saturday in The Woodlands.

YEAROFTHETIGER
Children’s museum celebrates Lunar NewYear

Gabe and Paola Gusart pose for a photo in celebration of
the Lunar New Year.

Members of the Houston Lion Kings perform a dragon
dance in celebration of the Lunar New Year.

Investigators out of the Mont-
gomery County Precinct 4 Con-
stable’s Office traced a recent se-
ries of Houston-area auto part
thefts to a man and woman now

being charged in
the crimes.

Dawn Rae Hays,
23, of Cleveland, is
being charged
with two Class B
misdemeanor
theft offenses, and
Jordan Ryan
McCrary, 28, of
Splendora, is be-
ing charged with
two state jail felo-
ny theft offenses,
according to jail
records.

As of Friday
morning, Hays
and McCrary were

being held with no bond at the
Montgomery County Jail in Con-
roe, records show.

2 charged
in auto
parts
thefts
Duo is believed
to have stolen
catalytic converters

By Jose R. Gonzalez
STAFF WRITER

Thefts continues on A3

McCrary

Hays

After months of meetings to
examine the district’s financial
needs, Montgomery Indepen-
dent School District’s communi-
ty task force presented its $326.9
million bond proposal plan,
which contains a variety of proj-
ects designed to keep up with
the district’s growth.

The committee presented the
plan Tuesday to the MISD board
of trustees.

Committee member Mary
Ann Coleman, who volunteered

to be one of the speakers, said
she thought the presentation
went well and succeeded in ac-
complishing its main goal.

“The goal of our presentation
was to explain the process by
which the committee deter-
mined the need for the bond and
then, subsequently, what will be
included in that bond,” Coleman
said.

Some of the bigger construc-
tion projects include a new ca-
reer and technical center for
both MISD high schools, a new
agricultural science center and
the second-phase of Lake Creek
High School. The estimated cost
for thenewschool facilities, land
acquisition and transportation
component of the bond propos-

MISDgroup presents $326.9Mbond proposal
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Montgomery Superintendent Heath Morrison visits with Lake
Creek High School students as he toured several campuses
earlier this school year.

Bigger project plans
include new career
and tech center

By Noor Adatia
STAFF WRITER

Bond continues on A3

The Woodlands Township
Board of Directors received an
update on the COVID-19 pan-
demic and how the communi-
ty’s trends are in line with the
rest of the Montgomery County.

“We are about at the height of
the peak of the current surge of
Omicron and we hope to see a
similar decline in the percent-
age as we go forward in the next
few weeks,” said Todd Ste-
phens, Intergovernmental Rela-
tions manager for The Wood-
lands Township, echoing coun-
ty officials earlier this month.

Office of Emergency Manage-
ment and Homeland Security
Executive Director Jason Mill-
saps said during a commission-

Township
cases in
line with
county
In spite of high count,
fewer people need
hospital care

By Catherine Dominguez
STAFF WRITER

COVID continues on A3
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This evening, immediately
after supper, I was sitting in my
favorite chair staring at the wall
across the room. A lot of
thoughts can surface while star-
ing at nothing. Kay was reading a
novel while in her comfy chair
when I remarked, “I didn’t think
about Mom or Dad today, and
I’m not sure I did yesterday.”

Kay must not have been enjoy-
ing her book, because she re-
sponded. “I’ll go days without
thinking of my folks.” Her re-
sponse caused me to feel better
about myself. I said, “Good grief,
we don’t even have kids. When
we’re gone nobody will think of
us.” Kay replied, “Sweety, I hate
to tell you this, but nobody’s
thinking about us right now.” –
Obviously, you are thinking
about us at this very moment,
and I appreciate that.

Anyway, after Kay’s remark,
my mind captured the thought
of all the copies I saved from
“Our Family Newsletter” written
and published by my kid sister,
Jill. That girl saved a bunch of
history for our family. I’ve got
the 1990 folder right here. This
stuff is 32 years old. I’ve looked
at the January through March
newsletters, but, oddly enough,
the first thing I saw was a letter
that Al wrote Jill back on Dec. 6,
1983. I had forgotten that Jill
saved all her letters throughout
the years and included one in
each newsletter.

There are two spooky things
about this particular letter she
got from youngest, Big Al. For
one thing, Big Al rarely writes
letters. And, his phone texts
usually contain no more than
three words. The second oddity
is that the first article I looked at
was one about Al letting Jill
know something he remem-
bered about the both of them.
Al’s letter reads:

“Jill, You know when we were
little stupid kids. I mean when
you were a little stupid kid and I
was just a little kid? We never
dreamed that all those bad mo-
ments, days, weeks and months
that we had together would ever
be good times. Back then they
were only bad times. But now
they’re good times forever. Be-
cause now we have those good
times to look back on and say we
were together a long time. We
were brother and sister. We have
those old memories and pleas-
ant thoughts forever. Love ya.
Big Al.”

I doubt Al remembers writing
the letter, but I’m sure he re-
members how important Jill was
to him when they were kids.
Sure, it would’ve been better
had Al written to me, but it still
shows how some events need
time to age, before they can be
seen in a better light.

While I remember events in
some of Jill’s newsletter stories,
the details were lost. I recall
Cheryl running several long-
distance races, but I didn’t re-
member the Tenneco Marathon
of 1990. Jill wrote that Cheryl’s
time was 3 hours 45 minutes 17
seconds. That’s 23 continuous
9-minute miles.

During Jill’s interview, Cheryl
talked about how encouraging
the spectators were along the
route. “You’re doing good #448!
Keep it up!” People didn’t know
her from Eve, but they acted like
family. Cheryl said that she once
slowed to help a man whose foot
was bleeding. She said, “What
can I do?” The man said, “Keep
going!”

At the 19-mile mark, Cheryl
was pretty much played out, but
the crowd just kept encouraging
her. At the 22-mile mark, a guy
named John Hicks came out of
the crowd and started running
next to her, all the while, calmly

Hayter continues on B5

MARK HAYTER
Guest columnist

A family
of country
western
songwriters

The Sam Houston State
University College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine brought over
50 students and professors to
the Conroe Community Cem-
etery to participate in a day of
service forMartin LutherKing
Day on Monday.

Mecia Lockwood, Student
Affairs Specialist, organized
the day. She had contacted
the CCCRP after Thanksgiving
to see if theCCCRPcouldpart-
ner with SHSU to give back as
agrouponMartinLutherKing
Day.

The SHSU College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine was founded
in 2019 and their campus was
recently opened in Conroe at

Grand Central Park.
The volunteers raked and

cleaned over half an acre and
nearly filled a 40-cubic-yard
dumpster. The groups hope
to make the MLK Day of Ser-
vice an annual event.

The Conroe Community
Cemetery is currently in the
process of restoration.

This process started for his-
torian and researcher Jon
Edens in the fall of 2016. The
cemetery exists between the
Oakwood Cemetery and Old
Normal College property.

It is said to be one of the
oldest burial grounds inMont-
gomery County serving as a fi-
nal resting place for dozens of
blacks who settled here dur-
ing the post Civil War era.

Edens was transcribing
graves at the adjacent Oak-
wood Cemetery in the fall of
2011 when he saw a grave on
the north side of the fence of
the property. He climbed the
fence and discovered several
graves among the overgrown
property.

The Conroe Community
Cemetery Restoration Project
was launched and a group of
volunteers banded together
to clean the property and
identify as many graves as
possible there.

Mittie J. Campbell, an early
educator of Black students, is
buried there. As is Montgom-
ery County’s only known Buf-
falo soldier Luther J. Dorsey.

The cemetery restoration

group has found much suc-
cess in recent years. Boy
Scout groups and community
groups have spent many
hours clearing the property
andhelping to identify graves.

In May 2020, for the first
time in its more than 100-year
history, a cemetery sign was
installed to designate the en-
trance to the cemetery.

In the summer of 2021, the
historic cemetery on 10th
Street inConroewasdesignat-
ed a Historic Texas Cemetery
by the Texas Historical Com-
mission.

If you are interested in vol-
unteering contact the CCCRP
at cccrp.org@gmail or
through the website at
https://cccrp.org.

SHSU students partner
with cemetery group

forMLKDay of Service

Students from the SHSU College of Osteopathic
Medicine rake the grounds of the Conroe Community
Cemetery as part of a day of service on MLK Day.

Photos courtesy of The Conroe Community Cemetery Restoration Project

The Sam Houston State University College of Osteopathic Medicine brought over 50 students and professors to the
Conroe Community Cemetery to participate in a day of service for Martin Luther King Day. LEFT: From left are John
Meredith with the Conroe Community Cemetery Restoration Project; Mecia Lockwood, SHSU Student Affairs
Specialist; Kate M. Lesciotto, Jd, PhD Professor of Anatomical Sciences; and Eddie Pierce with the CCCRP. RIGHT:
Student volunteers from the SHSU College of Osteopathic Medicine rake and cleaned 2/3 of an acre as part of a
service project on Martin Luther King Day.

Students and professors from the SHSU College of
Osteopathic Medicine rake and clean the grounds beside
the graves of Martin and Agness Dibbles.

From the Community

Donors. Shadowbend YMCA, 6145
Shadowbend Place, The Wood-
lands - Tuesday, January 25, 9
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
https://www.commitforlife.org/
donor/schedules/drive_sched-
ule/346695.

Conroe Job Fair

The 10th Annual Conroe Job Fair
presented by the Conroe Econom-
ic Development Council (Conroe
EDC) and the Conroe/Lake Con-
roe Chamber of Commerce will be
held Tuesday, Jan. 25 from 1-5
p.m. at the Lone Star Convention
Center in Conroe. Careers in edu-
cation, welding, manufacturing,
hospitality, human resources,
sales, and more are set to be
featured. An updated list of com-
panies and job openings can be
found here. The event returns to
in-person after taking place virtu-
ally in 2021. The 2020 Conroe Job
Fair welcomed nearly 600 job
seekers and more than 50 com-
panies and organizations hiring
for open positions.

JANUARY 26

Conroe Knights of Columbus

The Conroe Knights of Columbus

Regional Blood Center, will host
the Blood Donor Coach on Jan. 25,
at the Shadowbend YMCA loca-
tion to help address the critical
needs of blood supply for local
hospitals. FREE T-Shirt for ALL

JANUARY 25

YMCA Blood Drive

The Woodlands Family YMCA, in
collaboration with Gulf Coast

Calendar events may be sent to
calendar@hcnonline.com. The
calendar will print weekly in the
Sunday Trends section. Unfortu-
nately The Courier cannot guaran-
tee when the calendar event will
run or how many times it will run
before the event.

JANUARY 24

LIFT luncheon for widows and
widowers

This group meets at 11 a.m. at
Luby’s (Conroe), 201 Longmire
Road, Conroe, Texas 77304. (Most
know it as Texas 105 across from
Home Depot). Luncheons are the
fourth Monday of the month. The
next luncheon is Monday, Jan. 24.
For more information, please call
Tammie Bayard at 936-756-3311.

Lone Star Bridge Club

Monday, January 24 The Lone Star
Bridge Club is having an ACBL-
sanctioned open game at noon.
The game is held at St. Paul Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 1100 West
Semands St., Conroe. You must
have a partner to play and the
cost is $5.00 per person. For more
information, call Linda Sutton at
936-443-3600. Proof of Covid
vaccination is required.

CALENDAR
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Sgt. Mike Mann speaks to prospective employee Alex Garza
about certifications needed for joining the Conroe ISD Police
Department during the 7th annual Conroe Lake Conroe
Chamber Job Fair on Tuesday, Jan 29, 2019 at the Lone Star
Convention and Expo Center in Conroe. The 10th Annual
Conroe Job Fair presented by the Conroe Economic
Development Council (Conroe EDC) and the Conroe/Lake
Conroe Chamber of Commerce will be held Tuesday, Jan. 25
from 1-5 p.m. at the Lone Star Convention Center in Conroe.

Calendar continues on B5
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