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The Conroe Community Cemetery Restoration Project has lead efforts to restore the site, which dates back
to the 1890s and includes emancipated slaves, railroad workers, saw mill workers and the only confirmed
Buffalo Solider buried in Montgomery County.

While most of the world has slowed down in 2020 during the global COVID-19
pandemic, the Conroe Community Cemetery clean up project has gained momentum
this year and made great strides in 2020.
This historic cemetery on 10th Street in Conroe — the final resting place for many of
the community’s Black families — had become overgrown with many of the
gravestones missing or in disrepair. The last major cleanup took place in the 1980s.
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Historian and researcher Jon Edens discovered the Conroe Community Cemetery by
accident in 2011 and decided to form the Conroe Community Cemetery Restoration
Project in order to clean, restore, and preserve the cemetery and preserve the history of
those interred there.
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This year the organization has marked many milestones in its efforts to preserve the
historic cemetery.
Early in the year, cadaver dogs from K-9 Search and Rescue of Texas assisted in
searching for graves, Carson Pyle with Boy Scout Troop 89 in The Woodlands
continued working on his Eagle Scout project and conducted several clean up days at
the cemetery, the property has been fenced in, they have had great volunteer support in
2020, have uncovered new graves while cleaning and perhaps the biggest milestone is
the cemetery received a formal sign which was dedicated in November.
In September it was announced that Edens and fellow volunteer and project leader
John Meredith were both selected by the Montgomery County Historical Commission
for the William Harley Gandy Distinguished Service Award.
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Approximately two acres of the four acres property have been cleared.
But the project leaders still there’s still
more to do and they are asking for the
community’s assistance.
They are asking those in the
community to consider these questions:
Do you know where your ancestor is buried in the cemetery?
Do they have a tombstone? Or was a plant or tree planted to mark their grave?
Do you have a photograph or drawing of your ancestor?
Do you know where and when they were born and where they died?
Do you have a family Bible?
Do you have the obituary for your ancestor?
Do you have a death certificate for your ancestor?
Can you offer more information about your ancestor’s life?

The organizers of the project are in particular seeking information about these
individuals buried in the cemetery:
Mack Ashly - born in 1804, died Jan. 24, 1908
Eliza Evans - born Nov. 20, 1870, died March 28, 1912
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Maude Ruth Gilder - born June 6, 1892, died May 18, 1912
Thomas S. Griffin - Died Feb. 26, 1900, age 60
Jonar Jones - born Oct. 18, 1875, died April 20, 1943
Pitts family - Ollie K., 1899 to 1942

There are 38 known burials that were documented during a survey of the cemetery by
Oveta and Horace Wright in 1978. Since that time many of the markers and headstones
have been damaged, destroyed, or stolen. The CCCRP is working to locate and identify
as many graves as possible as part of the project.
MORNING REPORT: Get the top stories on HoustonChronicle.com sent directly to your
inbox
A transcription of the survey by The Wrights can be found at the CCCRP website at
https://cccrp.org/burials/. There is also more information about individuals buried
there on the website as gathered by Edens, John Meredith and other volunteers.
“The Conroe Community Cemetery is a historic African American cemetery in Conroe
that had all but been forgotten except by older African Americans in Conroe. Graves
date back to at least 1892 and include not only former slaves, but some of the most
influential African Americans in local and Texas history,” Meredith said. “After the four
acre cemetery is cleaned and of all the graves identified, the makers will be reset and
cleaned and all unmarked burials, which now number 102, will have markers placed
with Unknown at the head of the grave.”
Clean up Saturdays have paused for the holiday season, but will resume at the end of
January.
For more about the project, visit cccrp.org or the group's Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/cccrp.
shernandez@hcnonline.com
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